RAVEN-----RAWUNSON.

ditch, r> D being the main ditch of the for-
tress, and E the passage giving access from
the fortress to the ravelin.

Raven, a large bird of the crow family
and genus Corvus (C. corax). Its plumage
is entirely black; it is above 2 feet in
length from the tip of the bill to the ex-
tremity of the tail, and about 52 inches from
tip to tip of the extended wings. It can
be taught to imitate human speech, and in
a domestic state is remarkable for its de-
structiveness, thievishness, and love of glit-
tering things. It flies high, and scents
carrion, which is its favourite food, at the
distance of several miles; it feeds also on
fruit, small animals, &c. It is found in
every part of the globe.

Eavena'la, a fine large palm-like tree of
Madagascar, order Musacese (plantains),
with leaves 6 to 8 feet long. It is called
travellers1 tree, because of the refreshing
water found in the cup-like sheaths of the
leaf-stalks. Its leaves are used for thatch
and the leaf-stalks for partitions. The seeds
are edible and the blue pulpy fibre surround-
ing them yields an essential oil.

Raven'na, a town of Italy, capital of the
province of the same name, on the Montone,
about 4 miles west of the Adriatic, and 43
miles east by south of Bologna. It stands
in a marshy district, has a circuit of about
three miles, and its streets are in general
regular and spacious. The principal edifices
are the cathedral, founded in the 4th but re-
built during the 17th century, consisting of
nave and aisles with a dome, and adorned
with some of Guide's finest paintings; the
ancient baptistery, an octagonal structure;
the church of San Yitale, an octagonal build-
ing with a large dome in the pure Byzan-
tine style, one of the earliest of Christian
churches, having been consecrated in 547;
the Basilica of San Giovanni Evangelista,
founded in 414, but much altered by restora-
tion; the church of San Apollinare Nuovo
(or San Martino), an excellent specimen
of the ancient basilica; the mausoleum of
the empress Galla Placidia, daughter of
Theodosius the Great, dating from the 5th
century; the palace of Theodoric, king of
the Ostro-Goths; the tomb of Dante; the
town-house, library, museum, &c. The
manufactures are of little importance. Its
harbour was in early times large enough to
contain the fleets of Augustus, but it gradu-
ally silted up. It is now connected with the
Adriatic by the Canale Naviglio at Porto-
Corsini. Ravenna is an ancient place, and

during the decline of Rome, A.D. 404, Hono-
rius made it the seat of the Western Empire.
In his reign and the regency of his sister
Placidia it was adorned with many of its
noblest edifices. Thereafter it fell into the
hands of Odoacer, who in his turn was ex-
pelled by Theodoric, under whom it became
the capital of the Goths. It was recaptured
by Belisarius, who made the town and its
territory an exarchate. This exarchate was
terminated by Astolphus, king of the Lom-
bards, who made Ravenna the metropolis
of the Longobardic Kingdom in 752. Pepin
and Charlemagne, having succeeded in ex-
pelling the Lombards, made a present of
Ravenna and its exarchate to the pope,
with whom it remained till 1860, Pop.
18,571, or as commune 60,573. The pro-
vince has an area of 820 sq. miles; pop.
225,764.
Ravensburg, an old town of Wurtemberg,
in a valley on the Schussen, 22 miles E.N.E.
of Constance. It is irregularly built, and
has manufactures of paper, silk, flax, cotton,
&c. Pop. 11,480.
Ravenscroft, THOMAS, English composer,
born in 1592, died 1640. He was trained
in St. Paul's choir, and received the degree
of bachelor of music from Cambridge. In
1611 he published a collection of twenty-
three part-songs, under the title of Melis-
mata; in 1614 appeared another collection
of part-songs, prefixed by an essay; and
in 1621 he published his Whole Book of
Psalms, containing a tune for each of the
150 psalms, harmonized in four parts by all
the great musicians of the period.
Rawal Pindi, a town of British India, in
the Punjab, situated in the district between
the Indus and the Jhilain. It has an ar-
senal, extensive cantonments, and important
military works, churches, schools, public
park, &c. It is on the railway from Lahore
to Peshawar, and carries on a thriving tran-
sit trade between Hindustan and Afghani-
stan. Pop. 73,795.
Rawicz (ra'vich), or EAWITSCH, a town
of Prussia, in the government and 55 miles
south of Posen. It has manufactures of
machinery, furniture, &c., and a trade in
corn, cattle, and wool. Pop. 12,920.
Rawlinson, REV. GEORGE, born in 1815;
educated at Trinity College, Cambridge;
took a first-class in classics; became public
examiner in 1854; preached the Bampton
Lectures in 1859; was elected Camden pro-
fessor of ancient history in 1861, and made
a canon of Canterbury in 1872. Besides
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